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In no time, these lands that were preserved
so residents could always observe native
Florida would look nothing like native Flor-
ida.

Just how large an army is working at the
task was revealed in a recent story in the St.
Petersburg Times. Several hundred volun-
teers have been helping the county’s Envi-
ronmental Lands Division maintain the al-
most 16,000 acres for which it is responsible.

The sad fact is, even that number of people
can scarcely scratch the surface of the work
that needs to be done in the county’s pre-
served lands. If more don’t help, the battle
eventually will be lost.

It is clear that government will not be able
to take up the slack, at least not as it is cur-
rently configured. Because of budget cuts,
the staff of the county’s Environmental
Lands Division has been reduced by 14 posi-
tions and now numbers only 34. And only a
handful of those are assigned to full-time
maintenance duties in the preserves.

The lands division now is hoping to grow
its volunteer ranks by 10 percent each year
to offset its staff cuts. All ages are wel-
comed—even youths from 12 to 18 can volun-
teer with parental involvement.

A variety of tasks is available to volun-
teers, from the hard but essential job of re-
moving invasives such as air potato and Bra-
zilian pepper, to leading hikes, doing re-
search and staffing educational centers.

The problem, of course, with relying so
heavily on volunteers is that they don’t gen-
erally spend as many hours at the tasks as
paid employees, and they usually insist on
flexibility. Some, like Bill Brown of East
Lake, can offer a half-day every week to the
effort. Few spend as many hours as Reggie
Hall, a volunteer who devotes much of his
life to maintaining the Ozona Preserve in
North Pinellas.

The combined effort of all those environ-
mental volunteers led to recent recognition
for the program from the National Associa-
tion of Counties and the Tampa Bay Re-
gional Planning Council.

The role of volunteers will be even more
important in the next few years, as budgets
continue to tighten and the pressure on
Pinellas environmental lands grows. If you
are over 12, and you have a few hours to
spare helping to preserve these precious open
spaces, consider signing up as an environ-
mental lands volunteer.

———

HONORING THE WINDSOR HIGH
SCHOOL MARCHING BAND FOR
THEIR PERFORMANCE IN THE
56TH INAUGURAL PARADE

HON. BETSY MARKEY

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 21, 2009

Ms. MARKEY of Colorado. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor and congratulate the
Windsor High School Marching Band for being
selected to march in President Barack
Obama’s inauguration parade.

In May of 2008, a mile wide tornado cut a
35 mile path through northern Colorado. The
tornado resulted in one death and displaced
hundreds of residents in the Windsor commu-
nity. It would be easy to focus on the tragedy
of the Windsor tornado when acknowledging
the successes of the Windsor High School
Marching Band, but to do so would overlook
the extraordinary achievements of the band
under any circumstance. In 2008, the WHS
Marching Band won division first place in three
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different regional competitions, as well as
“High Musical Performance,” “High General
Effect,” and the 2008 Colorado Bandmasters
Association Class 3A “State Marching Band
Championship.”

For President Barack Obama’s inaugural
parade, the WHS Marching Band performed
an original composition by Frank Sullivan enti-
tled “The Four Freedoms.” This piece is a mu-
sical interpretation of President Franklin Roo-
sevelt's 1941 State of the Union Address to
the United States Congress. In the “Four
Freedoms” address, FDR made the case for
American assistance in World War Il by enu-
merating the four universal freedoms worth
fighting for: Freedom of Speech, Freedom of
Want, Freedom of Worship, and Freedom of
Fear. The state of Colorado and | were privi-
leged to be represented by the Windsor High
School Marching Band at the historic inau-
guration of our 44th president, and | congratu-
late them on their much deserved success.

————————

A TRIBUTE TO THE MOHONK
MOUNTAIN HOUSE, A NATIONAL
HISTORIC LANDMARK

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 21, 2009

Mr. HINCHEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the Mohonk Mountain House,
a National Historic Landmark located in Ulster
County, New York, which is part of the 22nd
Congressional District that | proudly serve.
This year marks the 140th anniversary of the
founding of the Mohonk Mountain House, and
| am delighted to have the opportunity to rec-
ognize the resort’s rich historical heritage, con-
tinued vitality, and its many important contribu-
tions to our local community.

Founded as a modest retreat in 1869 by Al-
bert Smiley with his purchase of 280 acres of
land and a 10-room tavern, the Mohonk
Mountain House has grown into a world re-
nowned resort with over 2,200 acres and 265
guest rooms. Adding to the splendor of this
mountaintop resort are an array of award—win-
ning amenities including a state-of-the-art,
eco-friendly spa, an outdoor ice-skating pavil-
ion, and a warm and welcoming professional
staff. The Mohonk Mountain House is also ac-
claimed for its many charming attributes such
as the numerous and stately wood-burning
fireplaces, balconies with glorious views and
the 19th Century tradition of afternoon tea.
Also, during a stay at the Mountain House,
guests can get a glimpse of the resort’s his-
toric past in the enhanced museum located in
the National Historic Landmark Barn.

Not surprisingly, some of the most remark-
able attributes of this Victorian castle retreat
are not inside the resort but surrounding it.
The Mountain House is situated at the heart of
a 26,000-acre natural area which is comprised
of private preserves, a state park preserve
and the resort property, all within the majestic
Shawangunk Mountain range. Equally beau-
tiful during all four seasons, this extraordinary
landscape affords resort guests the oppor-
tunity to swim in a glacial lake, horseback ride
on miles of natural trails, enjoy the bountiful
gardens and hike the many and varied trails,
both on the resort property and throughout the
surrounding preserves. In addition, guests and
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local residents alike can enjoy opportunities to
participate in rock climbing, caving, golfing,
cross-county skiing and snowshoeing.

Since its inception, Mohonk Mountain House
and its owners, the Smiley family, have been
active stewards of the land. In 1963 the
Smileys, working with  Mohonk Mountain
House guests, established the non-profit
Mohonk Trust. The goal of this trust was to
protect and manage the land for public use.
Renamed in 1978 as the Mohonk Preserve,
the mission of the Smiley family has contin-
ued, and, in fact, sets the standard for moun-
tain stewardship by using science to guide
land management. These efforts have helped
to ensure that this remarkable landscape is
preserved for generations to come.

Madam Speaker, it gives me great pleasure
to recognize the Mohonk Mountain House as
it enters its 140th year as a family owned and
operated resort. | am confident that the Smiley
family will not only continue to be outstanding
stewards of the land, but also leaders in the
hospitably industry and in the management of
this National Historic Landmark.

—————

TARP REFORM AND
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO

OF HAWAIIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 15, 2009

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 384) to reform
the Troubled Assets Relief Program of the
Secretary of the Treasury and ensure ac-
countability under such Program, and for
other purposes:

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Chair, | rise in support of
H.R. 384, the Troubled Assets Relief Program,
TARP, Reform and Accountability Act.

Since this capital purchase program, TARP,
was implemented, billions of dollars in tax-
payer money have been disbursed to institu-
tions with little to no accountability or oversight
over these funds. A congressional oversight
panel for TARP funding recently concluded
that the Treasury Department essentially does
not know how TARP fund recipients are uti-
lizing these funds, and a report released last
month by the U.S. Government Accountability
Office urged TARP administrators to improve
the program’s internal controls to better mon-
itor how the funds are being spent.

H.R. 384 amends the TARP provisions of
the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of
2008 to strengthen accountability, close loop-
holes, and increase transparency of the ad-
ministration of this program. This bill requires
any existing or future institution that receives
TARP funding to provide quarterly public re-
porting on its use of the funding and stipulates
that the Treasury Department administer a
public database that includes the reporting,
data collection, and analysis of use of TARP
funds.

Last week the House voted unanimously to
require our committees to hold periodic hear-
ings on waste, fraud, and abuse in Govern-
ment programs. As a cosponsor of this bill, H.
Res. 40, | believe that Congress has an obli-
gation to restore accountability and oversight
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